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I. BACKGROUND

A. Residence and Employment

MARK LANE has not been determined to be established
at any permanent residence during the past two years, but
has traveled extensively throughout the United States and
abroad, involving himself in anti-war and anti-Covernment
activities. LANE is an author and lawyer by profession.
His last known permanent addrcss was 521 Dumaine Street,
New Orleans, Louisiana.

B. Description

Name MARK LANE
. Alias Robert Blake

Race White

Sex - Male

Born - 2/24/27, Bronx, New York
Height = | , 6'0" :

‘Weight 180

Build ‘Medium

Complexion Olive

Eyes : ' ‘Brown

Occupation ' Attorney, author, lecturer
SSAN ' 073-22-4908

Passport no. E-067352

Characteristics Wears dark hornrimmed glasses,

last known to wear a beard.

IT. ANTI-WAR AND ANTI-GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES

, In March and April, 1968, MARK LANE was in
New Orleans, Louisiana, to assist New Orleans District Attorney
JIM GARRISON in GARRISON's prosecution of New Orleans
businessman CLAY SHAW for conspiracy in the assassination of
President JOHN F. KENNEDY in November, 1963. While in
New Orleans, LANE met on several occasions with BOCB HEAD and
(
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DARLENE FIFE, who originated and published the ™OLA Express,"

a militant underground New Orleans newspaper. LANE reportedly
told FIFE that he is a very close friend of District Attorney

GARRISON, and was also to assist DARLENE FIFE in covering the

trial in New Orleans for the "National Guardian” newspaper of

New York City. .

- LANE reportedly told FIFE that the right-wing
element in New Orleans is against District Attorney GARRISON'S
action against CLAY SHAW, and that he would be willing to
accept support from the New Left movement in the New Orleans
area. ‘

NO T-1
March 19, 1968

In Volume 1, Number !, of the "NOLA Express,"
dated April, 1968, the following interview with MARK LANE
took place and is set forth below in its entirety:
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Interview with Mark Lmrb, March 12, 19AR

Darlens Fife = What are Garrison's cbjizctives?

Hark Ians - Garrison has 1dmited objectives, He wants the American people Lo know

who killed the president, he waris to ar evaryons in his Jurisdiction, althoush he

believes no one will go to jall, arnd he wants the *um*licatiou to be sufficiently

groat so thsat the United States government will have to dissolve the Central Intell-:
- dgance Agercy and find three new letters FYor the organicacion tnuu will be formed, Fe
. has no illusions azbout permanernt chainge.

C_'-
}-‘ <
’\‘ (—f‘ »

d it fturns cat that high men in the CIA are
in the frierican deserters in Sweden; what
there’s sowme kird of "power vacuum' left,

F - Say Ga“*Lson zots all hisz convictions arvd
involved ard Johnson fleeos the Lo*nrlr v
do you think is going To happen? Certaini

I - Well wo are prosently residing in a totalitarian st:te and the fact that there
might be a power vacuun dossn't frichten me, That would be a rmassive improvenmsnt
over what we have at the present time., I don't see Prasident Johnson fleeins to Sweden,
I don't thinic that will be the result and T don't thinic that what takes place in Tew
Orleans in terms of the trdal will have that kind of shocking effect upon the
American people, [irstly because they probablv vwon't even know about it since they
have to roly upon the media for tho facts and the media has not wmrovad to ba too reli~
'able in this area for the last 4% years, They may heer about & corwiction or two ard
Walter Cronkite in stentorian tores will wmcke some reference to Southern justice, So
I think that what is taking place here will never be accurately reported just as what
has been taking place here for mors than the last year has been distorted by ¥NBC, CBS,
New York Times, Time magazine and most of all Newsweok, the liberal publication, Ard
I think that ono cannot expect that the facts which are presented at the Shaw trial
will be genuinely broadcast around the country.

P - Explain to me what uarrioon is talking about when he talks about an operatiomal
level, an 1nberveaiava level awi tioen the sponsor level,

4 e
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L - I've recently interviewed a porson 010 sely assoclated with the CIA for a rumber
of years, I've talked with him about ths assassinstion of the president £nd he said it
fits into the classic pattern of ~_ogr1m for "executive action" ard which.amny in—
telligence agzency in the United States or abrosd would have usad to bring sbout ¢
operation, He says the feotprints of an intelligonce operat tion are all over Dealey
Plaza., le desexibes it az at ore erd of the chart there is & sponsor; that is the man
or organization who wants the Job done., At ths other end of the chart is ths tarzet;
. the target is the objective the sponsor warts to achieve, Tt may be the blowinz up
of a bridpe or the sabotaginz of a ship or assassinating & head of state., 7Tt may be
goirg into an embagsy and removing cocunsnts, pLOuQ"TaUﬂLﬂQ them ard returrinz them.
In the latter case the ODJGCﬁLV8~iS rever to Jet anyone know the job has been plammed
‘or has been done, However whon it ecmes to bloving up 2 bridge or killing a presi-
dent, it is of course impossivls to prevent krowledee that the job has been done and
then it is most important to prevent aryorns from knoring wio the real sponser is, In
order to sen te it that the irnfermotlon is net ddvilged first of all the chain of
cormard each person just knows tho parson avove him and belor him, The chain can be
broken at arny time by ihs removal, thsy call it “pﬁrmans*c termiration" of armyone in
the chain, I asked him what was meant by that and he said you %311 him, There are a
‘series of false spornsors that sre also established so that in ease anyons is curious,
which the Viarren Commlssion was not, they will find false leads., So if the Comme-
ission had examined the evidence closely and found uaora was a conspiracy ard were
they curicus enough to find out who might Have been behird the consoi*acv they would
have uncovered many false leads which were scaitiered: o;ounﬁ Dealay Plau ive leaves
on an autuwan day., TFor exampls thoy‘"ould have found out that Jaclk Ruby was associated
with organized crime, There would have been irdications that Castro was irnvolved
in the assassination. For instsnce Oswald was plann;ng possibly to go to Cuba after
the assassinaticn. Thers are 2 whols host of clues that point in various directions =
the extrens right, extreme left. cirganized crime, These are just three exanmples of
the clues that were developed buit it mever got that far bacause the Commission baing
8 liberal bocy decided that it had no concera with the truth and that it would
compromlse, True liberalism, Theo Cormission decided it would compromise bacause
those who planncd the assessination envisiorned planes taking off the next morning
to bomb China or Cuba or Russia or hopsfuil; &1l three, The Presidernt disn't want
that to happen and the Coarission s estabiisned to conceal the Tacts ard in cone
~cealing the fachts, they also corcealed any eviderce of a conspiracy funcludine the
conspiracy the CIA wanted them to fall upon - the evidence of a conspiracy of the left
involving forsign governments, . -

,u:‘

w

F - The CIA was the sponsor.&nd Konnedy was the tafzet, ard all the pacple Garrison
1s ixvestigating like Shaw ard TFerris were in the intermsdiate lovel?

L - Yas,

F - Does Garrison have an inside view yet? Has anyons confessed?
& po B
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(Mark Iane Interview contimued from page 9)

I, - No ons has confessed ard T don't think you can expect many confessions in thiz c--
because if you're convicted without confessing all you can get in a conspiracy to 21°
the prasident is 20 years ard you don't serve 20 years, you may just serve 1/3 of th-
Armd if you confessed youtd p*obab]y be "psmanemly 'termj mted" by the sponsor.

F « What kird of support has Ga.rrison received from ths gress or say a "movewent"?

L - Well almost rone from the press as you know. The press is almost unamimous, = NEZ
‘had a historically unprecedented program which was the trial of Clay Shaw. It took
place on television before it took place in real life. Shaw was found not guilty ard
Garrison was fourd guilty. CBS did four, i-hour programs on the Warren Report defersi-
ing ‘the Report from its critics ard at or» point Walter Cronkite said "Garrison has
made many charges but he hasn't rroven any of them in court.” In fact Garrison has
made two charges, ors egainst D’>3“ Ardrews for perjury in a case closely related to -
assassiration investigation and the other against Clay Shaw, Tt's trus he hssn't pro--
the guilt of Shaw because for over a vear now Shaw has been doing everything to prevs:
that case from ceming to trial, About Dean Ardrews - 3 days after Cronkite said
Garrison had not proven anything in court, Dean Andrews was comvicted of perjury. 1
watched telerision the rext night to see how Cronkite was going to explain thisz but 1=
nover did, The only mcvement whiech has supported Garrison has been the Citlzens Cor—i-
jttee of Imulry on various college campuses and cities which were established sarix
after the assassination for the purpose of making the facts known, Of course RANMPARTE
magazine has been very helpful in terms of publishing new material but one of the

- things that dismsys me, that while one would expect attacks from the right, ore would
expact ths left fo have a more sophisticated view, a knowledgeable view of what tokes
place in this scciety. One would expect the left to support Garrison but the left zee-
to be sitting back watching, waitinz very cautiously, That's not the position ths lei:
should be taking at the present time it seems to me. One of the problems is the atmoc~
phere around to convince us that Garrison is some kind of mut. Ons listens long enous..

- and tends to believe it and gives that as an excuse for not participating. I thirk
th&t's unforgiveable, P .

- e : 3 — -
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F-TI think one of the problems is that even assuvdnr everythin7 Garrison says is true,
what happens is that as you say you have to get three new letters for the agercy and
overything 3e the sames again, There ‘have bteen heads of states assassipated in other
couhtrios and nothing changes, Why should-it be different here?

L « Well that's a very cynical view by thoqe who are sitting back armd teking no po-
sition right now ard saying that the truth is not sufficient, the truth WUot do that
which we want it to do; the abstract truth is not sufficlent. But I think things will
change - comes the conclusion that the CIA, an agency of the federal govi, killed Pres-
ident Kennedy, things can never agein bo oxactly the same in Amerdica, I don't think a
revolution will take place the next day, T don't think there'll bs rioting in the
streets either, but I think there'll be & change in America ard a healthy change.

F ~ I know your positibn on the war in Vietnam, What 1s Garrison's view on the war?

1 - I spoke at the La, Polytechnic Institute about 4 months ago., Garrison had Been
there just a year ago, that was before his investigation began, and they asked if he'd
go back to discuss the assassination amd I said I'd raise the issue with him, I saw
him the next day ard told him I was thsreo, He sald "I was thore a year ago. Did they
tcll you." I said yes they told me, He said "Did they tell you what I talked about
there." T said no, He said "J was a licutenant eoloml in the active reserve., I
spoke in favor of the war in Vietnam," He blushed, He sald that in his 40's when he
came across ths Warren Commisslon report ard the contradictions ard he began his invess
tipation, he realized for the first tims that honorable wen had issued this false re-
port., It brought a great change in his thinidng, He is now wholeheartedly against the
war in Vietnam and has resigned as a lieutenant colonel in the active reserve and he
believes in the very near fulture thore will be an Amsrican Dienblenphu, He says the
American pcople probably don't realize that those in this courtry and outside this coun-
try who oppose our policy in Vietnam ara the only omee teday deferding Americas freedon,

NOIA EXPRESS ¢/o SDS-DRU -
 Box 2493, New Orleans La 70116
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