Date: November 16, 1993
Processing Note

Re: Telephone Conversation between the President and Mr. Joe
Alsop, 11/25/63, 10:40 a.m.

While working on preservation of the dictabelts, the archives
staff observed the following inaccuracies in the transcript:
on page 3, the transcript reads:

JA (Cont’d): "...I suggest that you announce that as
you do not want the Attorney General to have the clean,
full, responsibility of reporting...."

on page 3, the transcript reads:

JA: "...to draw up a written report giving to the
public everything of the FBI that is relevant...."

The archives staff heard:
On page 3:
JA (Cont’d): "...I suggest that you announce that as

you do not want the Attorney General to have the
painful responsibility of reporting...."

On page 3:
JA: "...to draw up a written report giving to the
public everything of the FBI evidence that is
relevant...."

Claudia Anderson
Archivist



TELEPHONE CONVERSATICN BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND

Nevamber 25, 1963
10:40am

g

MR. JOE ALSOP

L3J:

JA:

LBJ:

LBJ:

JA:

L3J:

JA:

L3J:

Joe ?
Yes, Mr, President.
I appreciate very much your calling...

Well, you now what [ feel about you and you kmow how I . .. well,
I put it all in the lettasr...

..he has ordered or will order during the day, probably right after
the funeral, a state court of inquiry headed by the Attorney General
which he will have associated with him ons or two of the outstanding
civil liberties jurists in the country, perhaps Jarwarski who
representad the Attorney Gensral in the 5th Circuit negro case or
some of the trial lawysrs of Amaerica or Dean Story, or...

You mean, somebody from outside of Texas?

No, they're going to have FBI {rom outside Texas, but this is under
Texas law and they take all the invalvements and we don't send in a
bunch of carpet-baggers ...that's the worse thing he could do right
mw. L ]

Youm*.o...

I znow. ..well, we've got tha FBI doing anything that..if there's any
question about Texas operation, they've got an FBI that's going to the
bottom of it and direct with ths Attorney General..but paralleling that
is the blue ribbon state board af inquiry headed by the billiant Attorpsy
Gensral and associated with him somebody like say John Garwood,
Will dayton's son-in-law, who was a birilliant Supreme Court Justice
that's retired...somsabody like Roberts did at Pearl Harbor...and
that's what the Attorney Genaeral is doing...sow, if we have another
Commission, hell, you're gonna have people running over each other
and everybody agreed..now [ know that some of the lawyers. . they
thought of the blue ribbon commission first, the Justice, and we just
can't have them lobbying them against the President, when he makes
these decisions. We decidad that the best thing to do, number one
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JA:
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the
to put xm FBI in full force, number two to put the State in full force..

Nobody. . . nobody. . . Mr. President, is lobbying me, 1lay awake all
nignt...

They're not lobbying you, they're lobbying ms....last night. I
spent the day on it...] had to leave Mrs. Kenme dy's side at the
White House and call and ask the Secret Service and FBI to proceed
immediately. ..l spent most af my day on this thing, yesterday. I
had the Attornsy General irom Texas fly in hers...] spent an hour
and a half with him yestarday evening..l talked to the Justice Dept.
lawyers and to the FBI and the FBl is of the opinion that the wisest,
quickest, ablest, most effective way to go about it is for them to
thoroughly study it and bring in a written report to the Attorney
General at the earlieat possible date which they've been working on
since 12:30 yesterday. Number ons...and they bave iniormation
that is available to no one..that has not been presented thus far and
#o forth. .. Number two..to parallel that, we're having a blue ribbon
court of inquiry...

In Texas?
In Texas...where this thing occurred...

Mr, President, just let me give you my political judgment on the thing.
I think you've done everything that could probably be dons..

We just don't want to be in a position...I'll make this one more state-
ment and then I'm through....l want to hear you....we don't want to
be in the position of saying that we bave come in to a state other

than the FBL .that they prstty weil accept...but some outsidera have
told them that their integrity is no good and that we're going to have
soms carpetbag trials...we can't haul off people from New York and
try them in Jackson, Mississippi..and we canr’t haul off peaople {rom
Dallas and try them in New York...

I see that, Mr. President...but let ma...
It {s their constitutional right....go ahead...now..

Let me make one suggestion becausel think this covers...l think
this bridges the gap which I belisve and Dean Acheson beiieves still

ma.
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JA

{Cont'd) exists...Deing..and Bill Moyers is the ealy persen I've talksd te

e )

v

about it. ..and Frieadly {5 going to0 corme out temorrow merning
with 2 big thing about a..a blue ribbos commissien which he thought
of indspendently. .. it ian’t Justice Department lawyers who are
carrying ou this..it's just things happened theught of by & lot peopie
and you thought of more than ... mere details than anyone else..and
I'm sure you're right except there’s eus taissing plecs...I suggest
that you anmounce t(hat 33 you do mst waat the Attoraey Geasral to
have ths ciean, full, respamsidility of reporting on his cwn brother's
assassimation, that you have antherized ths tAree jurists aad I would
suggest the Texas jurists and twe aow-Txxas jurists to review all
ths evidence by the FBI aad produce a report to the uation for the
pation. ..and after the investigation (s completed. .. 80 that the
country will have the story judicially reviswed, outside Texas and
if you teil Bill Moyers to eall uwp Frisadly and if you'll get out a
spscial anssuncemant this afterasen, you’'re going to maks &
marvelous...well, you've alrsady mads a marvelous start...you
havea’t put a damned foot ons-quarter of an inch wreag...and I've
sever ssea anything like it, yow've been simply marvalous in the
moet painful cireumstances but I do fsel that there is that nmeh of
a gap and I'm sure that if Moyers calls Friendly, you have a terrific -
support from the Washington Pest aad {rom the whols of the rest of
the press instantly...

I'll ruin both procedurss we've get, though....

No you won't...zs you woa't... just use the procedurss you've got

and add to those prucsdures a statement saying that “when the FBI

has compieted its work, whem it has campletsd its work...as you do
a0t wish to inflict on the Atterasy General, the painful task of reviewing
the svidence concarning his owa Drother's assassimation. .. yeu have
asked twe or thrae, includiag I weuld include the bast judge om the Texas
bench. .. American jurists beyond, er individuals, Dasaa Achesoa, for
example, two or thres indidiveals beyend any pesaible suspicien

as to their iadependsnce and impartiality, to draw up a written report
giving mmﬁuen-qquhmmu relavant and then

you will have this writtsn reperti../nst Temas which tells ths whole
story which is based on the Yl evidencs ...1t dossn’t need to use

the things that ths FBI says can’t be used...and yet will carry
absolute voaviction and will just be that littie extra added to the

S
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(Contd] admirable mechinery that pn'ndnndymtntvmam

complete conviction. ..

LBJ: My lawyers, though, Jos, tsll me that the White House must not
.« .the President. .. must nst injset himself into local killings...
and....

JA: 1 agree with that...but in this cass it does happen to be the killing
of the President. .. and the thing is..] am not suggesting issus...

LRBJ: ] know that. ..

JA: Mind you, mind you, Mr. President, I'm not talking about an

investigative body, I am talking about a body which will taks all the
evidence the FBI has amassed when they have completed their
inquiry and producs a public report om the death of the President.
That. I think, you sas, that is not an interferencs in Texas...

LB3: Ra, but it's...

JA: Wait a second. nOow...that is a way to trasasmit to the public,
without breach of confidencs...and in a way that will carry absolute
comviction efdhat the FBI has turned up...

LBJ: Why can't the FBI tzansmit it?

JA: Becauss oo ons. . .again. ..on the left they won't believe the FBL ..
and the FBI dossn’t write very weil...

LBJ: You mean, Mick Katzsnbach?

SA: Well, I just woulda't put it on Bebby and Nick Katzenbach...l'd have it
outside. ..l think it's unfair te put it on Bobby...it is his own brother’s
death...

LBI: Rot going to touch it on Bobdy. . . we're putting it on the finest jurists

in the land...former haad of the American Bar Association...that's
mamber one that we'rs putting it on...then we're putting it.on the
top investigative agency and askiag them to writs a report...

JA: I’m not...I'm sot suggesting that you appoiat an additional investigating
commission. . .I'm just suggesting that if you want to earry absoluts
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JA
(Cont'd)

LBJ;
JA:

LBJ:

JA:

JA:

LBl:

JA:

LB3J:

JA:
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convictions. . .this vary small addition to ths admirable machinsry
that you've alrsady have...will heip you aad I believe that it will
stefinthe imagination of the country and be a very useful, happy
thing ...aAnd the man asks if you have twe secoads...this atarnoon..
for example. ..ask Dean Achesoun. ..ha’s the man to ask...] see all
the argumsnts you maks and you're daad right and I'm met. .. my
concsptioa is compiately wrong...bmt I de think that this additional
feature is needsd..

I talked to...l1 gusss, afler midaight last night...
Welil I know how you mmst have besn concerned...

the ablest, the trusst civil libertiss lawysr ia this town in my
judgment. . the man that's made the best arguments before the Supreme
Court and it was his judgeoment the worst mistake we could make

.« s gotting trapped...

And, ] new sse exactly how right yos are and how wrong [ was about
this ides of 2 blue ribbon commissiocn...

that
Now, you sse, Katzenbach suggested that and Rpprovoked it. . the
lawyers amd ths council just hit the ceiling. ..said, my God Almighty..

I ses...l see...] see that you're right and he was wrong..what I do

Then [ callsd back to Xatgnbach and I thought he accepted ....

Well, I doa't keow anythiag about Katzembach. ..l haven't talked to him
for thres weaks. .but what I am suggesting is mot at all what Katzenbach

suggested. ..l am suggesting simply a devics...

Well, let me talk to Achsson and. ...

for summing up the resuit of the FAI iaquiry in a way that will be
complstely coherent, datailed, and will gcarry unchallengeable
convictions and this carrying comviction is just a8 important as carrying
“NW“..lﬂtﬁ d‘“".o.“xwmmm.m

-

-
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(Caont'd) editorial...I'd like you to get abead of them...

LBJ:

JA:

JA:

LBJ:

LBJ:

Jaz

LBI:

And, I worry about ths Post, period...but...

Well, I do tao....dut I'd like you te get ahsad of them and if you bhave...
if you maks this decision and have Moyers call Friendly or Kay
instead of baing. .. well, you know....this ia what we ought te do...
this is what ought to be dons and them what you do being dencunced

as inadequats, they’ll be put so hard and will do you a tremendous
piecs and I'm sure you will have the stroagest possible support...

it will be thought that sverything has besn doae that needs doing
and...but I do think ...my own judgment is that there is that little
missing piscs...and, Dean, may disagree and you talk to him

"l tsik to him and. ..

And, I hsts to interfers, sir...l only dare to do se because I care so
much about you....

xkﬂ'm J“t-co

And I have the despest faith in you and 1 think you've bsen right and
I've besn wrong..as to the general conception. ..

It's aot a quastion...it’s not really my thinking...I'm not enough
exparisnced...

IIm really...what I'm really homestly giving you is public relation
advice and not legal advics..

Well. ..I’m aot bounded. . .] doa’t have a definits civil liberties picture
that some of the dolks that have werked on this with ms..l had a lawyer
laft my house around midnight ..and spent, I gusss, thrae or four
hours going over this thing from A to Z..after the Attorney Gensral
was called in here yssterday aftsrncea ..and after the FBI was put ona it
.. aftar wa told Sscrst Service to make availabls everything they bad...
and, we thought, that this was the best way to handle it...

Copy LBJ Library



JA:

LBJ:

JA:
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Well, Mr. President...l repeat...l mmst aot keep you because you'll
be late getting into your trousers...but 1 repeat. ..l think your deciaions
have been 200% rigit and I was wrong...{rem the public relations
standpoint and from ths standpoist of carrying comviction. . .there is
that missing key which is exsy to supply without infringing upon Texas
feelings or sovereignty...

Thank you, my friand.. Bye..

Goodbye. ..
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